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eURid got the ball rolling on IDns by establishing an IDn advisory board. This 

board held its first meeting during the second quarter.

The management team gained an International Relations manager in the 

form of Giovanni seppia and business europe joined the registry as an asso-

ciate member.

.eu saw its first round of domain name renewals. some 83 percent of all  

names registered in april last year were renewed. .eu remains on approximately 

2.5 million domain names with an average 2530 new domain names being  

registered per day in June.

The number of initiated domain name disputes decreased marginally to 50.

in BRiEF
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although the end of the second quarter did not see as many domain name 

registrations as the end of the first quarter, this report still contains many  

reassuring statistics. This is the first quarter in which we can measure the  

renewal rate, i.e. how many registrants chose to keep their .eu domain 

name for a second term, and the numbers are in well in with those of other 

european ccTlDs. for april, the month in which more than 1.5 million  

domain names were registered, more than eight out of 10 registrants deci-

ded to keep their domain name. for June the number is even higher, as 87 

percent have renewed the domain names they registered during that same 

month last year. June also saw more than 2500 new domain names being 

registered per day on average. In other words, there is a healthy renewal 

rate and quite an influx of new names.

In other areas, the number of initiated domain name disputes has decli-

ned this quarter. combined, these signs engender my belief that .eu has 

entered into a mature phase and is starting to be regarded as a natural 

phenomenon in the Internet world. The numbers are further bolstered by 

the fact that .eu is gradually becoming an integrated part of the media 

scene with more and more companies advertising their .eu domain name. 

In line with this trend, eURid has chosen to highlight three companies 

(Daikin, bridgestone and century 21) in a field trial of a testimonial based 

awareness campaign which has been visible in czech and belgian printed 

and on-line media.

MaRc Van WeseMael
Managing Director of EURid 

CommEnts FRom 
thE managing diRECtoR
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eURid is the not-for-profit organisation appointed by the european  

commission to be the operator of the Internet top level domain .eu.

The first initiative to establish .eu as a european top level domain was 

taken in 1999 by the european council. subsequently, various preparations 

were made, mainly by the european commission, until eURid was appointed 

in May 2003 as the operator of .eu, with the service contract being signed in 

october 2004.

eURid was founded in april 2003 by the organisations operating the national 

top level domains for belgium, Italy and sweden. later, the organisations ope-

rating the top level domains for the czech Republic and slovenia also joined 

as members. In 2006 another member was added: the european chapter 

of the Internet society (Isoc). During the spring 2007 eURid got its seventh 

member when the organization business europe joined.

 .eu was put in the root zone of the Internet Domain name system (Dns) 

in March 2005 which means that, technically speaking; it has been in  

existence since then.

.eu began accepting applications for domain names from end users on 

December 7, 2005. at that time, only holders of prior rights to names  

enjoying some legal protection in a member state could apply for those  

names as domain names before .eu opened for general registration on a 

strictly first-come-first-served basis on april 7, 2006. This period of phased 

registration (Dec 7, 2005 – apr 6, 2006) is referred to as the sunrise period.

 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

1999: The first 
discussion about a 
possible .eu domain 
starts within the 
european council.

april 2003: eURid 
asbl/vzw is regi-
stered as a non-
profit organisation 
in belgium.

May 2003: eURid is 
chosen by the eu-
ropean commission 
to be the registry 
for .eu.

september 2003: arnes, 
the ccTlD registry for 
slovenia (.si) joins as 
associated member of 
eURid.

January 2004: cZ 
nIc, the ccTlD 
registry for the czech 
Republic joins as an 
associated member of 
eURid.

april 28, 2004: The Public 
Policy Rules concerning the 
implementation and func-
tions of the .eu Top level 
Domain and the principles 
governing registration are 
published (ec 874/2004).

october 2004: The ser-
vice concession contract 
between eURid and the 
european commission is 
signed.

March 2005: Icann 
approves eURid and 
decides to insert .eu 
in the root.

May 2005: 
.eu is put in 
the root.

June 2005: accreditation 
of registrars begins.

December 2005: 
The sunrise 
period begins.

april, 7 2006: 
1 million .eu 
domain names 

april 22, 2002:The ec 
regulation on the imple-
mentation of the .eu 
Top level Domain (ec 
733/2002) is adopted.

T IMelIne foR THe 

DeVeloPMenT of .eU
april 2006: .eu 
opens for general 
registration.

april 2006: 
1,5 million .eu 
domain names  

June, 30 2006: 
2 million .eu 
domain names   

BaCkgRoUnd 
on EURid and .EU
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As a not-for-profit organisation, eURid does not have owners, 

rather it has stakeholders that are members of the organisation. by the 

end of the second quarter 2007 eURid had seven members: 

The five organisations operating the ccTlDs for belgium, sweden, 

Italy, the czech Republic and slovenia as well as the european  

chapter of the Internet society (Isoc) and the organisation business 

europe. The members each have a seat on the strategic committee 

which discusses all of eURid’s major issues. Via the General assembly, 

the members also elect the board (see page 39) which the managing 

director reports to.

EURid can be structured in two ways: regionally, with  
headquarters and four regional offices, and  
functionally, into five departments.

by far the largest department is business operations 

which provides support to the .eu registrars and the 

general public in all eU languages. The operations 

department spans eURid’s four regional offices which 

together cover the entire european Union. each office 

provides support in the languages local to its region. 

When the registry was first founded all operations were 

conducted from its belgian headquarters, but this has 

changed since work began on setting up the regional 

offices in 2006. The stockholm office was established 

in late september and provides support to the scan-

dinavian region, the baltic states, the UK and Ireland. 

Headquarters
Diegem/Brussels

Belgium

Regional office
Northern Europe

Stockholm 
Sweden

opened Sep 2006

Regional office
Western Europe
Diegem/Brussels

Belgium
existed from start

Regional office
Southern Europe

Northern Italy
opens mid 2007

Regional office
Central Europe

Prague
Czech Republic
opened Feb 2007

The first quarter of 2007 saw the opening of the Prague 

office, which provides support for the central european 

Region in czech, slovak, Polish, Hungarian, Roma-

nian and bulgarian. later this year the Italian office 

will also be in place to assume support responsibility 

for the southern european Region in Italian, spanish, 

Portuguese, Greek and slovenian. The regional office 

for Western europe is based at eURid’s headquarters in 

Diegem, outside of brussels, belgium. This office sup-

ports Dutch, french and German. english as a language 

is supported by all the regional offices.

oRganisation

strategic

commitee

HR/Office mgm

Karlien De Reycke

Communications

Patrik Lindén

Legal

Herman Sobrie

Tech. Operations

Peter Janssen

Business Operations

Bob Walraet

Managing Director

Marc Van

Wesemael

Finance

Board of

Directors

Members

Intl. Relations mgm

Giovanni Seppia
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UpdatE

The first steps towards IDNs

During the second quarter eURid took the first step towards introducing  

Internationalised Domain names (IDns) to .eu with the formation of an IDns 

advisory board. The board, composed of amongst others, the Icann IDns pro-

gramme director, lawyers specialised in Intellectual Property Rights, members of 

trademark organisations and representatives from other european registries that 

have already introduced IDn to their ccTlDs, plans to meet on several occa-

sions to investigate and discuss issues relating to the introduction of IDns to the 

.eu domain. based on the findings of the board the registry will then formulate 

its IDns implementation plan.

EURid introduces a registrar reference panel

To better cater to the needs of its registrars, eURid has put together a registrar 

reference panel. Initially composed of a core group of selected registrars, the 

panel’s main objective will be to provide the registry with recommendations for 

the functional evolution of its systems (in terms of the registration platform, web-

sites and business processes.) These recommendations will then be subjected 

to a feasibility study and, as a result, possibly enter the release planning for 

eURid’s systems. 

Business Europe has become EURid’s seventh member 

bUsIness eURoPe has, upon invitation, become the latest associate member 

of eURid. business europe is a non-profit organisation whose main aim is to 

achieve growth and competitiveness for businesses within europe. It comprises 

of 39 members; central industrial and employers’ federations from 33 countries.

Testimonial campaign tested

During late June and early July eURid launched a three week long trial of the .eu 

awareness campaign in belgium and the czech Republic. The campaign, which 

has been built around the testimonials of three well known brands that are al-

ready using .eu domain names (Daikin, century 21 and bridgestone,) has taken 

the form of printed advertisements and web banners, all of which lead to a mini 

campaign site (www.goingfor.eu.) The site provides visitors with more informa-

tion on the .eu TlD and instructs them on how to contact a registrar to register 

their own .eu domain name. The results of the field trial will be  before any deci-

sion is taken on how and if the awareness campaign will be developed  further.
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For updated .eu statistics per country of registrant and more, see http://status.eurid.eu

Number of active domain names

thE .EU domain

The .eu domain holds steady with approximately 2.5 million domain name 

registrations, a number that is slightly less than that of the end of the first 

quarter but more than total number of registrations at year end 2006. This 

is due to the first batch of renewals that came up at the end of april. 83.1 

percent of all domain names registered in april 2006 were renewed by the 

end of april 2007, april being the month in which more than 1.5 million names 

were registered right after the launch of .eu last year. for each coming year 

we are likely to see an “april effect” when quite a few domain names are up 

for renewal simultaneously.

still .eu continues to grow. In June 2 530 new names were registered per 

day on average, while 1 028 were deleted per day on average. so the net 

growth in June was 1 502 names.

.eu keeps its relative place among other major TlDs in europe and the 

world.

 0 10000 20000 30000  1000000  1500000  2000000 2500000 3000000

end of Q1-06             28 003

end of Q2-06        2 000 218

end of Q3-06                           2 249 670 

end of Q4-06                                         2 444 947

end of Q1-07                              2 606 997

end of april-07                      2 385 031

end of May-07                        2 422 483

end of June-07                          2 469 175
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Actual use (DNS queries)

one method of determining how much .eu domain names are actually 

used is by measuring Dns queries. so far eURid has experienced a rapid 

growth in the number of Dns queries made, with the recorded figure 

doubling between the end of last year and the end of the first quarter of 

2007. With the exception of March 2007 the number of Dns queries has 

increased steadily, although not as rapidly as in the very early days of .eu. 

million  0  2 4 6 8  10  15  20  25  30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70

.com                   67 915 616

.de                   11 059 801

.net                   9 741 923

.org                   6 375 886

.uk                   5 962 232

.cn                   5 303 115

.info                   4 653 997

.eu                   2 469 175

.nl                   2 406 647

.biz                   1 723 761

  

 0 10 000 20 000 30 000 40 000 50 000

end of Q1-06       2 002

end of Q2-06       4 095

end of Q3-06       11 315

end of Q4-06       22 962

end of Jan-07       26 469

end of feb-07       28 547

end of Mar-07       44 459

end of apr-07       27 014

end of Mar-07       30 504

end of Jun-07       30 546

DNS queries per minute for .eu

Statistics based on an average during the last 7 days 
of each period

Statistics were obtained from the websites of the aforementioned TLDs and from www.domainrecht.de on July 2, 

2007.

About DNS queries

each time a URl is typed into a web 

browser or an email is sent, your com-

puter sends a Dns query to your Inter-

net provider to ask to which server the 

email should be sent or where to find 

the website requested. In a somewhat 

simplified explanation, the server at the 

Internet provider then sends a query to 

the appropriate registry database to de-

termine the correct name server. When 

the URl or email address is based on 

a .eu domain name the query goes to 

one of .eu’s Dns servers. Hence the 

number of received Dns queries is a 

reasonably good indicator of actual 

use. note that the servers between the 

.eu database and the users remember 

the responses they receive from the 

.eu Dns server for a certain amount of 

time and hence don’t need to ask again 

if another user on the same network 

requires the same domain name again 

within this timeframe. consequently, the 

number of Dns queries is not an exact 

measure of the use of .eu domain na-

mes. similarly, if a server is not correctly 

configured it can cause an artificially 

high number of Dns queries. 

World top-ten list of TLDs (april 30, 2007)

Renewal rate for .eu domain names

april-07 83.1 %

May-07 82.5 %

June-07 87.2 %

As .eu was first launched in April 2006, 

this past quarter is the first where it is 

relevant to measure renewal rates.
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Comparison between percentage of .eu registrations and size of population

Country Percentage of .eu 

registrations

Percentage of 

EU population

Difference (in percentage) bet-

ween a country’s share of the .eu 

registrations and its percentage 

of the EU population

Germany 30.49% 16.80% 13.68%

netherlands 12.62% 3.38% 9.24%

cyprus 3.47% 0.16% 3.31%

sweden 3.45% 1.84% 1.61%

Great britain 13.64% 12.39% 1.25%

belgium 2.91% 2.12% 0.79%

austria 2.34% 1.67% 0.67%

Malta 0.67% 0.08% 0.59%

luxembourg 0.57% 0.10% 0.47%

Denmark 1.50% 1.11% 0.38%

Ireland 1.03% 0.84% 0.19%

estonia 0.20% 0.27% -0.07%

czech Republic 1.93% 2.09% -0.15%

latvia 0.27% 0.46% -0.19%

slovenia 0.14% 0.41% -0.26%

lithuania 0.16% 0.73% -0.57%

finland 0.45% 1.07% -0.62%

slovakia 0.41% 1.11% -0.70%

Hungary 0.74% 2.03% -1.29%

bulgaria 0.12% 1.49% -1.37%

Greece 0.69% 2.18% -1.49%

Portugal 0.40% 2.17% -1.77%

Romania 0.39% 4.54% -4.15%

Poland 3.08% 7.85% -4.78%

spain 2.03% 8.25% -6.22%

france 6.38% 12.99% -6.62%

Italy 4.64% 11.86% -7.22%

A positive number in the 

third column shows that a 

country has a higher than 

average percentage of .eu 

registrations compared 

to its population size. A 

negative number shows 

that a country has less 

.eu registrations than 

average compared to its 

population size. The higher 

its position in the list, the 

more popular .eu is in that 

country.
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Comparison between interest in national TLDs and .eu

Number of national TLDs per 1000 inhabitants

Country No. of ccTLD/1000 inhab.

Denmark 149.00

netherlands 145.24

Germany 134.22

Great britain 98.10

austria 95.11

sweden 70.27

luxembourg 66.90

belgium 65.73

estonia 36.48

Hungary 32.14

czech Republic 31.35

finland 28.73

Italy 24.02

slovenia 23.25

slovakia 22.89

Ireland 19.76

latvia 17.70

Poland 17.12

lithuania 14.87

spain 14.52

Portugal 14.50

Greece 14.01

france 13.43

Romania 9.91

cyprus 8.62

The table above shows how popular each country’s 

own top level domain is (.dk for Denmark, .nl for The 

Netherlands etc) by stating how many national domain 

names there are per 1000 inhabitants of each respec-

tive country.

Number of registered .eu domain names per 1000 inhabitants

Country No of .eu/1000

cyprus 114.63

Malta 43.74

luxembourg 30.80

netherlands 19.85

sweden 9.96

Germany 9.64

austria 7.43

belgium 7.29

Denmark 7.14

Ireland 6.53

Great britain 5.85

czech Republic 4.93

estonia 3.97

latvia 3.08

france 2.61

finland 2.23

Poland 2.08

Italy 2.08

slovakia 1.98

Hungary 1.93

slovenia 1.88

Greece 1.68

spain 1.31

lithuania 1.19

Portugal 0.98

Romania 0.46

bulgaria 0.43

This table shows how popular .eu is in each of the 

countries listed. As each country’s population was ta-

ken into account when these statistics were drawn up, 

countries having a small population such as Cyprus, 

Malta and Luxembourg create anomalies in the table, 

but for countries with a larger population this can be a 

useful comparison.
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Trades, transfers and deletions
When a registrant (holder of a domain name) wants to 

change the registrar he/she is using this is known as a 

transfer of domain name. Transfers can be carried out 

at any time, are initiated by the registrant’s new registrar 

and have to be confirmed by the registrant before being 

processed. The current registrar cannot stop a regist-

rant from choosing another registrar. 

Number of transfers

2006 in total 15 042

Q1-07 45 300

april-07 69 060

May-07 12 895

June-07 4 230

Q2-07 in total 86 185

When a domain name changes owner the process is 

called a trade. It is the registrar of the new holder of the 

domain name that initiates the trade which has then to 

be confirmed by both the current holder and the new 

holder of the domain name. as .eu has matured as a 

top level domain the number of trades has increased.

Number of Trades

2006 in total 27 785

Q1-07 31 144

april-07 25 869

May-07 6 481

June-07 12 957

Q2-07 in total 45 307

Via their registrar registrants can delete domain names 

they no longer find useful. after their deletion, domain 

names remain in quarantine for a time before being 

made available for general registration again. During the 

quarantine period of 40 days only the registrant that de-

leted the names can reactivate them in the event they 

were deleted by accident. 

Deletion

June-06 6 010

July-06 3 327

august-06 2 390

september-06 2 770

october-06 2 825

november-06 3 602

December-06 3 948

January-07 4 902

february-07 8 842

March-07 20 039

april-07 282 666

May-07 39 974

June-07 30 850

Note: The large increase in deletion in April is due to the 

high number of domain names up for renewal one year 

after the Landrush period.
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Domain name disputes/ADR
To protect intellectual property rights there is an alternative Dispute Resolu-

tion (aDR) policy in place for .eu. This policy is described in ec Regulation 

874/2004. The dispute resolution procedure is administered by the czech 

arbitration court, an independent body who offers its services in all eU langu-

ages. 

In short, an aDR is an appropriate procedure for anybody who thinks that 

“their” domain name, for which they enjoy legal protection in one or more 

member states, has been registered by another party having no right to or 

interest in the name or who has registered it in bad faith. The aDR process 

for .eu is similar to the dispute processes offered by most major top level 

domains.

During the second quarter of 2007 50 aDR disputes were initiated against 

the holder of a domain name and no aDR disputes were initiated against eU-

Rid as the registry. aDR disputes against the registry are possible for domain 

names that were attributed during the sunrise period.

see more about the .eu dispute process on the official website of the

court, www.adr.eu.

ADR statistics
50 aDR disputes were initiated against holders of domain names during the  

second quarter of 2007; 15 less than the number initiated during the first  

quarter.

Decided ADRs
Initiated From 2006 and Q1-07

Against a holder of a domain name

Total 214

Decided ADRs 
Initiated From 2006 and Q1-07

Against a Sunrise decision by EURid

Total 410

328 Decisions Confirmed 
(80 %)

82 
Decisions 
overturned 

(20 %)

156 Complaints 
accepted (73 %

58 Complaints 
denied (27 %)

Decided ADRs 
Initiated From 2006 and Q1-07

Against a Sunrise decision by EURid

82 Decisions overturned (20 %)
328 Decisions Confirmed (80 %)

Total 410 

Decided ADRs
Initiated From 2006 and Q1-07

Against a holder of a domain name

58 Complaints denied (27 %)
156 Complaints accepted (73 %

Total 214
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EURid wins court case regarding Sunrise names 
with ampersands and special characters
During the sunrise period last year questions arose surrounding eURid’s 

decision to accept applications for domain names which were based a prior 

right a name which included an ampersand (“&”) or other special characters. 

once that name had been converted into a domain name (without the am-

persand) it became a word for which others also showed an interest. now a 

belgian court has decided that eURid’s interpretation of the sunrise rules (to 

accept ampersand names) was indeed correct. 

The case centred around article 11 of ec Regulation 874/2004 which pro-

vides that where the name for which prior rights are claimed contains special 

characters, spaces or punctuation marks, these should be eliminated entirely 

from the corresponding domain name, replaced with hyphens or, if possible, 

rewritten. certain parties felt however that eURid should have rejected the 

ampersand applications since they believed the applicant was not free to 

eliminate the ampersand if the option of rewriting or replacement existed. 

With the ruling the court has now confirmed eURid’s initial decision stating 

that the applicant was completely free to choose one of the three options 

mentioned in the article. It was not for eURid to question this choice.

International
During the second quarter of 2007, eURid attended the following meetings:

• cenTR 10th administrative workshop, Helsinki, finland, 

 6 June 2007

• cenTR 33rd General assembly, Helsinki, finland, 7-8 June 2007

• cenTR 23rd legal and regulatory workshop, amsterdam, 

 The netherlands, 15 June 2007

• Icann meetings, san Juan, Puerto Rico, 25-29 June 2007
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During the cenTR meetings eURid made two presentations, one on the 

code of conduct for registrars and the other on the .eu awareness survey.

In Puerto Rico the Registry attended the meetings of the country code 

name supporting organisation, ccnso, where further progress for the 

deployment of IDns at the root level was discussed with a specific reference 

to the ccTlDs . according to the paper drafted by the ccnso, “The imple-

mentation of Internationalized Domain name (IDn) ccTlDs introduces the 

(apparent) use of symbols outside the Us-ascII character set (for example 

characters in cyrillic, chinese, arabic, and other scripts) for domain name 

strings. It has been generally accepted that the implementation of such pro-

posed IDn ccTlDs must be in compliance with the IDn protocol standards, 

Rfc 3454, 3490, 3491, and 3492”. Icann is planning the insertion of IDn 

TlDs into the root zone for evaluation. The test plan contains two separate 

evaluation facilities where the feasibility and usability of fully localised domain 

names can be evaluated and tested in a live environment. If all steps go well, 

IDns will be evaluated live in the root by november 2007. eURid is following 

the developments in this area and will report to its community in a timely 

manner.

In and around the aforementioned activities eURid also took part in surveys 

on domain names and Internet governance related issues developed by the 

Internet community. 
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This section of the report provides an overview of all statistics pertaining to 

the registrants of .eu domain names.

Top-ten list of total numbers of .eu domain names per country of registrant (end of Q2-07)

  0   100 000  200 000  300 000 400 000 500 000 600 000 700 000 800 000

Germany 794 750

Great britain 353 195

netherlands 328 975

france 165 999

Italy 121 001

cyprus 90 379

sweden 89 959

Poland 80 208

belgium 75 754

austria 60 945

thE REgistRants

These ten countries, with the most .eu registrations, represent 87.5 percent 

of all the registered .eu domain names.
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Total number of .eu domain names per country of 

registrant – listed alphabetically

End of 2006 End of Q1 

2007

End of Q2 

2007

austria 56 937 60 422 60 945

aaland Islands 91 107 104

belgium 72 438 77 052 75 754

bulgaria n/a 1 976 3 172

cyprus 89 936 90 390 90 379

czech Republic 46 408 52 211 50 395

Germany 760 960 805 145 794 750

Denmark 37 416 39 388 39 059

estonia 5 547 5 927 5 230

spain 50 545 55 186 52 956

finland 9 155 10 012 11 583

france 153 506 170 539 165 999

Great britain 427 230 440 351 353 195

french Guiana 10 11 9

Gibraltar 1 249 1 873 2 352

Guadeloupe 56 71 69

Greece 16 894 18 754 17 942

Hungary 21 086 22 969 19 212

Ireland 30 379 31 583 26 813

Italy 141 096 150 924 121 001

lithuania 3 694 4 332 4 242

luxembourg 13 828 14 586 14 791

latvia 7 185 7 533 6 962

Martinique 37 46 43

Malta 17 166 16 314 17 579

netherlands 299 095 320 045 328 975

Poland 68 713 81 926 80 208

Portugal 11 624 12 413 10 467

Reunion Island 239 247 168

Romania n/a 6 449 10 276

sweden 88 760 93 006 89 959

slovenia 3 519 4 003 3 774

slovakia 10 148 11 206 10 812
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thE REgistRaRs 

Top-ten list of .eu domain names per country of registrar

Country End of Q2-07

Germany 847 640

Usa 358 298

netherlands 259 110

france 134 123

Italy 98 793

Denmark 82 323

canada 77 607

australia 72 014

Great britain 68 814

Poland 65 864

Together, the countries listed here account for 83.6 percent of all registered 

domain names. Germany alone represents 34.3 percent of all .eu domain 

names.

Number of registrars per country (top-ten list)

Country

Usa 234

netherlands 171

Germany 127

Italy 75

austria 67

belgium 63

Great britain 50

france 46

sweden 36

spain 26
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Number of .eu domain names per country of 

registrar – listed alphabetically 

Country End of Q2-07

austria 32 203

australia 72 014

barbados 1 057

belgium 61 267

canada 77 607

switzerland 12 782

china 10 924

cyprus 163

czech Republic 43 681

Germany 847 640

Denmark 82 323

estonia 3 853

spain 32 002

finland 3 865

france 134 123

Great britain 68 814

Gibraltar 773

Greece 15 387

Hungary 13 453

Ireland 7 170

Israel 3 263

Italy 98 793

Japan 181

Korea 1 141

cayman Islands 2 188

lichtenstein 249

lithuania 3 076

luxembourg 64 012

latvia 3 861

Monaco 7 127

Malta 69

Malaysia 155

netherlands 259 110

norway 22 713

Poland 65 864

Portugal 1 233

Romania 11 198

sweden 35 873

singapore 863

slovenia 699

slovakia 7 999

Taiwan 109

Usa 358 298

Number of registrars per country (alphabetical)

Country

austria 67

australia 15

barbados 1

belgium 63

canada 21

switzerland 8

china 4

cyprus 2

czech Republic 15

Germany 127

Denmark 23

estonia 1

spain 26

finland 6

france 46

Great britain 50

Gibraltar 1

Greece 18

Hungary 16

Ireland 7

Israel 3

Italy 75

Japan 2

Korea 3

cayman Islands 2

lichtenstein 1

lithuania 4

luxembourg 11

latvia 4

Monaco 1

Malta 1

Malaysia 1

netherlands 171

norway 5

new Zealand 1

Poland 12

Portugal 6

Romania 8

sweden 36

singapore 1

slovenia 2

slovakia 13

Taiwan 1

Usa 234
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Top-40 registrars based on number of registrations
Rank Registrar country code number

1 schlund+Partner aG De 180506

2 sTRaTo aG De 137545

3 Key-systems GmbH De 76337

4 Tierranet Inc dba DomainDiscover Us 75615

5 united-domains aG De 62498

6 Domain Robot De 60900

7 Tucows.com co. ca 60435

8 euroDns s.a. lU 39887

9 Go Daddy software, Inc. Us 38715

10 cronon aG De 38499

11 aruba s.p.a. IT 37951

12 ascio Technologies Inc. DK 37456

13 searchabout Pty ltd aU 32984

14 oVH fR 30365

15 Register.it s.p.a. IT 29933

16 GanDI fR 26629

17 netart Piotr nowak Pl 23400

18 network solutions europe, llc Us 21410

19 Metaregistrar nl 21017

20 Deutsche Telekom aG De 19546

21 home.pl sp.j. Pl 18617

22 Dotster, Inc. Us 18435

23 active 24 asa no 18252

24 domainfactory GmbH De 16410

25 schlund Technologies GmbH De 16232

26 openprovider nl 15875

27 aMen fR 15154

28 netnames ltd Gb 14607

29 enom, Inc Us 14457

30 1&1 Internet ltd. Gb 14283

31 Transip bV nl 14179

32 PartnerGate eU-Domain-Registrar GmbH De 14136

33 InTeRneT cZ, a.s. cZ 14088

34 1&1 Internet aG De 13919

35 1&1 Internet sarl fR 13840

36 csl GmbH computer service langenbach   

d/b/a  joker.com

De 13802

37 lycos europe GmbH De 13612

38 1&1 Internet Inc. Us 13511

39 arsys Internet, s.l es 13117

40 Melbourne IT aU 12837

Together, the 40 largest registrars represent roughly half of all registered .eu 

domain names. It is also worth mentioning that six of ten largest registrars 

and one in three of those listed here are German.
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hUman REsoURCEs 

The support team has remained relatively unchanged during the second  

quarter, with only one full Time equivalent (fTe) making the swap from an  

interim contract to a permanent contract with eURid. 

While some vacancies in the technical department have yet to be filled due 

to the shortage of skilled IT professionals on the market, the tech team has 

been more active on the staffing front having gained both a Technical opera-

tions Manager and a senior Developer. 

Regionally speaking, the campaign to staff the southern european Regio-

nal office in Italy has begun in earnest and interviews with interesting can-

didates are ongoing. The Prague office has hired a new Regional Manager 

who will start in september 07, while the stockholm office has gained two 

persons for the communications department who will commence their duties 

in august.

Q1-06 Q2-06 Q3-06 Q4-06 Q1-07 Q2-07

full time 18 21 22 25 23 33

Part time 9 10 13 12 11 11

fTe* 23.5 25 30.4 32.5 30.9 33.7

* full Time equivalents
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Marc Van Wesemael, General Manager

Marc has an Mba and a degree in electronic engineering. He has worked 

in the telecom and software industries as a consultant and as a manager in 

software engineering, general sales and marketing. He has been the mana-

ging director of Dns.be since 1999 when the .be TlD was transferred from 

the University of leuven to its current non-profit organization. He was a key 

player in the implementation of the .eu domain and is currently ceo of the 

.eu registry.

 

Peter Janssen, Technical Manager

Peter has a masters in computer science from the University of leuven. He 

joined the belgian ccTlD, .be, in 2000 in the guise of technical director and 

was responsible for the domain’s liberalisation in December 2002. 

He now fulfills the same role at the .eu registry.

 

Bob Walraet, Business Manager

bob has a masters in electronic engineering from the liège University. He 

has experience in IT development (at Philips and siemens), IT methodology 

(at PWc), customer service and consultancy (at cullinet, ethica and Msb) 

and ITIl-based service management (at banksys). He manages client opera-

tions and support at eURid as well as the regional offices.

 

thE managEmEnt tEam 

Standing from the left: Peter Janssen, Bob Walraet and Karlien De Reycke.
Seated from the left: Patrik Lindén, Marc Van Wesemael and Herman Sobrie.
Not in the photo: Giovanni Seppia
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Patrik Lindén, Communications manager 

and Regional manager Northern Europe

Patrik has a background as communications manager for .se (sweden) and 

joined eURid in January 2006. He also has 4 years of experience as a senior 

PR consultant and has previously worked as a journalist and editor. Patrik 

heads the regional office in stockholm. 

 

Herman Sobrie, Legal Manager

Herman studied law and notary studies at several belgian universities. He 

worked as attorney at the bar of Gent, belgium, until 1983 and since then 

has held positions as legal counsel with elsevier, campbell soup and sie-

mens consecutively. currently he manages eURid’s legal department.

 

Karlien De Reycke, Human Resources Manager

Karlien is a post graduate in HR-management at eHsal in brussels. Until 

november 2005 she worked as a branch manager and international product 

manager at Kelly services Interim. There she was, amongst other things, 

responsible for a pilot project concerning international recruitment. Her pre-

vious work experience in HR includes working for Regus business centers 

where she held the position of HR manager for the benelux between 1998 

and 2002.

Giovanni Seppia, International Relations Manager

Giovanni previously worked at Icann as european Regional liaison. Prior to 

that, he was the General Manager at cenTR. He has also served as Head 

of external Relations of the Italian Registry (ITT cnR) and has three years of 

experience at the european commission in various roles.
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thE EURid BoaRd and 
stRatEgiC CommittEE

Pierre Verbaeten, Chairman of the board

Pierre Verbaeten is chairman of the computer science department of the 

”Katholieke Universiteit leuven” where he lectures on networking and dist-

ributed systems. He also leads the Distrinet research group which conducts 

basic and applied research in computer networks, security, middleware, 

multi-agent systems and embedded systems. active within the Distrinet 

group are 7 professors, 10 post-doctoral students and 50 PhD students. In 

1989 Pierre Verbaeten became the first manager of the .be registry and in 

2000 he transferred this responsibility to the then newly created not-for-pro-

fit organisation, Dns be. He is still a member of the strategic committee of 

Dns be and has been chairman of the eURid board for several years. 

 

Östen Frånberg, Director of the board

Mr. frånberg is the chairman of the swedish branch of Internet society 

(Isoc-se) and has been an officer of the international Isoc advisory council. 

He is the founder of the swedish Internet Infrastructure foundation (IIs), 

operating the .se top level domain for which he was chairman for almost 

ten years. Mr frånberg has also been a corporate director within corporate 

Technology at the ericsson Headquarters in stockholm. He studied com-

puter science and artificial Intelligence for a PhD at boston University (PhD 

degree not completed).

Standing from the left: Marko Bonac, Tomáš Maršálek and Michiel Leenaars. 
Seated from the left: Östen Frånberg, Pierre Verbaeten and Enrico Gregori.

ˇ
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Tomáš Maršálek, Director of the board

Mr Maršálek has a master in Radio electronic science from the czech 

Technical University (cVUT) in Prague. He founded and manages MaRIas 

s.r.o., a Prague based IT consultancy specialising in development and  

integration of network operations centers (noc). He is on the board for 

cZ.nIc operating the .cz top level domain and was one of the founders of 

GTs in the czech Republic, the third commercial IsP in that country. 

Enrico Gregori, Director of the board

Mr. Gregori has, since completing his laureate degree, contributed to 

research on computer network technologies and in 1985 was a member of 

the team that developed the first Italian Internet node. He joined cnR in 1984 

and is now the director of the Institute for Informatics and Telematics and 

the director of the ccTlD “.it.” He is also a member of the board of directors 

of the cReaTe-neT association, an international association with the aim of 

developing research and experimental activities for the development of the 

Internet. He is both a member of the editorial board of the computer net-

works, cluster computing eWireless network journals and a member of the 

scientific committee that supervises and coordinates the Master in Internet 

Technologies of the University of Pisa.

 

Marko Bonac, Director of the board

Mr. bonac received a b.sc. in Mathematics (1981) and a M.sc. in computer 

science (1988) from the University of ljubljana. between 1981 and 1992 he 

worked as a researcher and project leader in many projects in the field of 

computer networks. since 1992 he has been director of arnes (academic 

and Research network of slovenia.) arnes is also the registry for slovenian 

top level domain .si. In addition, Marko bonac is a member of the Mana-

gement board of sIsPa (association of slovenian Internet service Providers) 

and member of the executive committee of TeRena (association of national 

Research and education networks in europe).

 

Michiel Leenaars, Member of the strategic Committee

Mr. leenaars is director of Internet society netherlands, the largest Isoc 

chapter in the world. In eURid’s strategic committee he represents Isoc-

ecc, the joint european chapters of Internet society. since 2002 Michiel 

leenaars has been working for the Dutch organisation for scientific Research 

(nWo) as an advisor on e-science, e-infrastructure and grid technology. 

In recent years he has been very much involved with the e-Infrastructures 

Reflection Group (e-IRG), the european policy body coordinating on a high 

european level the introduction of a (grid based) infrastructure for e-science. 

since 2005 he has served as the lead editor of the e-Infrastructures Road-

map that is published by e-IRG. Michiel leenaars has an academic back-

ground in Physics and arts.

ˇ

ˇ
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Internet Society

Internet society is the global 

not-for-profit organisation 

behind key internet 

technology. Its goal is to 

assure the beneficial, open 

evolution of the internet. 

for more information, 

see www.isoc.org.
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